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IVINGSWOOD
NEWS
A round-up of recent events at Ivingswood Academy

Find out what each
class has been
learning this month
and keep up to date on
school news.

Welcome back!

Welcome to the first edition of our new newsletter. Each
month we will bring you a sample of all the exciting and
interesting things happening at Ivingswood.

As you will see, September has got off to a flying start with
visits from the PCSOs, an online tour of The Houses of
Parliament and even an intruder on school grounds!
For staff, it is always a delight to welcome the children back
after the summer and this year was extra special as we
began the year with our first in-person whole school
assembly since March 20th, 2020. For our Key Stage One
children, it was their first experience of assembly in the hall.
It has also been a pleasure to welcome new pupils to the
school - and to see some old faces returning.
I hope you enjoy reading about all the interesting events
your children have been experiencing. October looks to be
just as exciting - keep a look out for the next newsletter to
find out more.
Julie-Ann Swaysland
Headteacher

Catkin Class
Miss Rose, Mrs Beaulah, Mrs Woolnough
and Mrs Zain
This half term Nursery have welcomed 14 new children who
are all settling in nicely and enjoying the fine weather we
have been having. As part of our topic, All About Me, we are
learning about ourselves and others. Some new children
have done very well to learn their classmates' names in such
a short time.
We noticed some apples on the big playground so we picked
some from the tree and made apple crumble and custard.
We had it at snack time. Not everyone was a fan of crumble,
but everyone tried some even if they were unsure. The plum
tree had no fruit on at all. We are not sure why but hope the
fruit grows next year.
We have a hole under our new fence and wondered what
animal could have made it. One evening Miss Rose caught
the culprit! It was a squirrel, exploring our new garden and
burying its nuts in the flowerbed.

Snowdrop Class
Mrs Allen, Mrs Beaulah and Mrs
Richardson
In September we started our new topic of All About Me. We
started off by thinking about how we were the same and how
we were different. Then we drew and then painted our own
self-portraits which you will agree look amazing!
After learning our Ivingswood school rules, Snowdrop children
created their own classroom rules to keep themselves and each
other safe while we learn. We were very excited to get a visit
from the local PCSOs who talked to us about how to keep safe
in our local community.
We have also started looking at the four seasons, particularly
the colours of the leaves in autumn. We have been leaf printing
with the beautiful autumn colours.

Bluebell Class
Miss Brookes and Mrs Sands
We are all having a fantastic time so far in Year1. Miss Brookes and
Mrs Sands can already see how our brains are growing because of
how much new learning we have been able to do in only a few
weeks.
There have already been lots of exciting days – such as when the
police visited for a talk and we got to see their car and hear the
siren!
We are tackling some tricky new learning, but we are trying our
best and making our teachers very proud. Science has been our
favourite lesson so far. Our unit for this term is plants, so we have
expanded our vocabulary with words like roots, stem, petals and
leaves. We have enjoyed walks around the school on hunts for
different plant species to observe closely and draw in our books.
We will be botanists in no time!

Lavender Class
Mrs Boyle and Mrs Gomm
This past month, it was so nice to see all the children’s
smiling faces and their eagerness to learn as they returned
from their summer holidays to make the jump from Year 1 to
Year 2. I am really impressed with how much the children
have grown and matured over the summer.
We have been very busy learning lots of new things. For
example, the Year 2 children are really enjoying our new
topic, ‘Home Sweet Home’, where they have been making
maps and learning about the local features of Chesham.
We are also busy learning about plants for Science – their
structure and the conditions that they need to grow.
As always, the children are working very hard to learn new
skills in Maths and in their writing. In our phonics, we are
have been learning lots of new sounds and the children were
very excited to bring home their new Read, Write, Inc. books.
Please take time to read and enjoy these books with your
child daily.

Rose Class
Mrs Dunton and Mrs Cruse
This term in Year 3 our topic is Adventurers and Explorers. We
have read the book 'Stone Age' in our The Write Stuff lessons.
In science we have been finding out about rocks and in
geography we have been exploring earthquakes and other
natural disasters.
Last week we researched information about the earthquake
procedures in Japan and watched some videos about them.
We listened to the warning signal, took shelter under the
tables, and then wrote a diary entry imagining how it would
feel to experience it ourselves.
Our next book is about volcanos, so we are looking forward to
finding out more about them.

Maple Class
Miss Daley, Mrs Flynn and Mrs Roberts
It’s been a very busy start to the term, and we have welcomed
new members to Maple Class.
In our writing lessons, we have been writing our own stories
based on the book Journey by Aaron Becker. We have
thoroughly enjoyed this picture book, using our imaginations
and writing our predictions about what may happen next.
Our topic this term is Adventurers and Explorers. So far we
have learned about how, where and why earthquakes happen
and we have even written a diary entry to show how we would
feel if it happened to us.
Our class reader this half term is ‘The boy in the dress’ by
David Walliams and we are enjoying giggling along with each
other as we read.
Year 4 started their 'Living things and their habitats' topic in
science and have enjoyed bug hunting and identifying trees
from their leaves. We also started to classify vertebrates into
the 5 groups of fish, reptiles, mammals, birds and amphibians,
and will we moving onto classification keys.
The children have also embraced their French lessons with
enthusiasm.

Cherry Class
Miss Ring and Miss Ahktar
In Year 5, we have settled into the new school year well. In
maths, we have been using our knowledge of place value to
order and compare number up to 1 million!! We have just
finished writing our first Independent Write in English which
was based around the book ‘Zoo’ by Anthony Browne.
In our history topic we have had virtual Parliamentary visits
where we have learnt how Parliament works, who the main
political parties are as well as how laws are passed. We have
learnt about the crimes and types of punishment during the
time of the Romans. If you were poor or a slave, the
punishment for stealing could be execution or becoming a
Gladiator!
In Jigsaw (RSE) we have been learning about the rights of
children: why these exist, how they came about and why they
are important. We learnt about the 42 Articles (which are like
laws) which all countries follow to help protect the rights of
every child. Working in groups, we were given a picture of a
child. We had to discuss each article and whether that right
was being met or denied by that child.

Oak Class
Miss Batten and Mrs Parry
It has been an eventual few weeks for Year 6! We have
already sat our Eleven Plus tests and some children are
busy visiting secondary schools so they can make their
selections.
As part of our “Crime and Punishment” topic, we have
attended a virtual workshop with The Houses of
Parliament, and we are looking forward to another
session this week. We have learnt lots about the
organisation of the two houses – Lords and Commons –
and how bills turn into laws.
In maths, we have focused on place value and are now
working on calculations. In English, we have been
creating a newspaper article about the evil “Breakfast
Burglar”, Goldilocks!
In Science, our topic is Light. We have investigated how
light travels in straight lines and how we can use mirrors
to reflect it.
Last week, we created poolside holiday scenes complete
with parasols. We used torches to simulate the
movement of the sun from east to west and adjusted the
parasols to create shadows to protect the sunbathers at
different times of the day!

Other News
Harvest Festival

On Wednesday 14th September we were
delighted to welcome back Andrew Patterson
from Emmanuel Church in Chesham to host
our Harvest assembly. The children
thoroughly enjoyed the interactive slideshow
and Andrew was so pleased to be back to
‘real-life’ assemblies. Thank you to all our
families who contributed to the collection for
Chesham Foodbank. They sent the school a
lovely email to thank us and to explain we
were helping families in our community.
Years 1 to 6 took part in a Harvest themed
colouring in competition. The entries were
difficult for the staff to judge. The lucky
winners each received a prize of plant pots
and seeds. We look forward to seeing what
they manage to grow!

A Very Special
Book Club

A very exciting delivery came for some of our
pupils in Years 5 and 6. Ivingswood Academy
had been selected to receive a new book
entitled, ‘A Dinosaur Ate My Sister’ by Pooja
Puri. Our school had been selected by
Marcus Rashford to receive these books to
give pupils a boost with their reading. The
children were presented with their books by
Mrs Flynn in the library and the children were
delighted. I do hope they are enjoying the
story. We have a library copy and each class
has a copy, so if you do not have your own
one, you could borrow one from school.

School Clubs
We now offer over 14 different clubs during
the week for our pupils to enjoy. It has been
fabulous to see them using their creative,
sporty and thinking brains. Thank you to all
the staff who have volunteered their time to
run these clubs so that our pupils have more
experiences to draw from. Please make sure
you collect your child/children promptly at
the end of the club time.

School Council
Mrs Flynn is now running School Council and
the children have been selected by a
democratic vote. Well done to those who
have been selected. School Council have
held their first meeting and have many ideas
of projects they want to work on. The first
project is to reduce the noise in the dining
hall at lunchtime so that everyone can enjoy
their time together. We ask the pupils to sit
at the table to eat their lunch, speak to those
around them without food in their mouths
and without shouting and we ask them to
use their manners when asking for
something. Please support your child at
home with this by reminding them of the
expectations.
School Council will be meeting next week to
launch our ideas to improve lunchtimes for
staff and pupils at Ivingswood. Watch this
space!

Information Board
Upcoming Events

11th October: Read, Write, Inc. Phonics meeting.
Parents and carers of children in Reception to Year 2 are invited to come and learn more
about phonics - how children learn sounds.
11th - 22nd October: Secondary School Application support.
Mrs Newington will be available by appointment to support you in applying for your child's
Secondary School place.
Friday 22nd October: End of first half term
23rd - 31st October: Half term holiday
Monday 1st November: INSET DAY School closed to pupils.
Tuesday 2nd November: Children return to school
9th and 10th November: Parent- Teacher meetings. More information will follow later
this half term.
Friday 12th November: Children in Need. Further information in our fundraising events
to follow after half-term.

School Lunches
School lunches this term are now being provided
by Culinera. The children are really enjoying the
delicious food.
It is important that meals are pre-booked
one week in advance using ParentPay.
Meals must be booked by Thursday for the
following week.. We are unable to provide a
hot lunch for any child who has not ordered as
additional meals are not delivered.
If you have problems using ParentPay, please
speak to Mrs Seal or Miss Smith in the school
Office.

Uniform

Chiltern League

Ivingswood Academy are this year competing
in the Chiltern League with 5 other local
schools. Each term will see children from
Years 5 and 6 play the 5 other schools in a
different sport. This term has been boys'
football. (don't panic girls, your turn is
coming in Spring Term). The team have
played 3 matches so far, and have played
with great sportsmanship, displaying our
school values. We are very proud of you,
boys!
Next half term is a netball tournament, and
our after school club is practising hard to be
ready for the upcoming matches.

Thank you for making sure the children are attending school in the correct uniform or PE kit each
day.
As the weather turns colder, please make sure your child comes to school with a coat and
suitable footwear. A spare pair of shoes or trainers for outside play would be appreciated.
Please ensure all uniform, coats and water bottles are named.
Uniform can be purchased from www.klschoolwear.co.uk

