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IVINGSWOOD
NEWS
A round-up of recent events at Ivingswood Academy

Find out what each
class has been
learning this month
and keep up to date on
school news.

October News
It seems like just a few weeks ago, we were welcoming
children back after the summer break and now we find
ourselves at the end of the first half term.
October has been another eventful month of learning here
at Ivingswood. I am always impressed at the high levels of
engagement I see when I visit the children in their
classrooms. This month we have welcomed some visitors
into school who have complimented the children on their
focus and behaviour when learning.
Away from learning, our Year 5 and 6 boys' football team has
gone from strength to strength in the Chilterns' League.
Although the boys didn't manage to win any of their league
games, the progress they made across 5 weeks was
unbelievable and I am very proud of their perseverance
despite their losses. They were superb representatives of
the Ivingswood Values.
I hope you all have a pleasant half term - remember to put
your clocks back next weekend. I look forward to seeing you
all on Tuesday 2nd November.
Julie-Ann Swaysland
Headteacher

Catkin Class
Miss Rose, Mrs Beaulah, Mrs Woolnough
and Mrs Zain
This month Nursery have been working hard to follow our class rules
and the children have been introduced to democracy by voting for
stories or songs. Children may make a mark on the board or put their
photo in front of the arrow.
The Hedgehogs have been really enjoying their P.E. sessions in the
hall every Monday and have all shown some wonderful walking on the
way there and back. Ask them to show you some wonderful walking,
they're great at it! We are learning to move in a variety of ways; how
to jump and land safely; and we are building on our balancing skills
using the benches and beams.
Fine motor skills are practised daily in Nursery and recently some
children have become very skilled in using tweezers to pick up small
items. Each morning all the resources on offer first thing are designed
to help children strengthen their fingers and develop control of their
hands - a valuable skill later when they learn to write.
Our home learning library is being used by all Nursery children now
and we are adding to it all the time with new activities, resources and
books for you and your child to enjoy. We apologise in advance to any
parent who is not keen on the very popular electric guitar, but you
never know, you may have the next Jimmy Hendrix on your hands!

Snowdrop Class
Mrs Allen, Mrs Beaulah and Mrs Richardson
During October, we have been continuing to learn more about
ourselves through our All About Me Topic topic. We have been reading
'Elmer' by David McKee and learning about why we don’t all have to
think or look the same as we are all unique and special just like Elmer.
We used collage to create our own wonderful Elmers which was great
fun. No two Elmers were the same, just like us!
Reception have been learning all about sorting objects using different
criteria during our maths lessons. They have also learnt how we can
match objects when they are the same by spotting similar features.
They had great fun investigating similarities and differences around our
environment.
We have also been working with great enthusiasm on developing our
rhyming skills over the last fortnight. The Reception children have
listened carefully and identified words that might rhyme. They have
recorded the words together in their books. This week they are now
building on what they have already learnt and are now continuing
rhyming strings! We have been so impressed with our rhyming
superstars, so please carry on practising your rhyming skills at home!

Bluebell Class
Miss Brookes and Mrs Sands
In Year 1 we have been working hard in all our subjects and earning
lots of gems for our golden time. Reading our books and using Bug
Club frequently at home has meant we have all been able to put in
lots of gems! In English, we have just finished our book ‘On Sudden
Hill’ by Linda Sarah and Benji Davies and couldn’t believe how much
fun we could have with just a cardboard box. We have now started
our first non-fiction writing: a recipe for a delicious chocolate mug
cake – yum! A lot of the children are very keen to have a go at making
these over half term.
Friday’s music lessons are always great fun. We have been working on
finding the pulse and have been using lots of different percussion
instruments to do this alongside our singing and rapping! Making
mobiles in RE after learning about the Christian creation story was
something we also enjoyed. We used lots of resources from nature to
make them like twigs and pinecones. These are now hung proudly
along our windows as decoration for the classroom.

Lavender Class
Mrs Boyle and Mrs Gomm
Year 2 have been very busy during these past weeks
learning lots of new things in all of our subjects.
In maths, we have just finished learning to count in 3s
and have practised counting in 2s, 5s and 10s again
from Year 1. To help us remember, we have been busy
singing lots of different counting songs. The children
have really enjoyed this - you might have even heard
them singing some of them at home!
The children are enjoying their reading in Bug Club and
they have been writing lots of different sentences about
our book, 'The Owl Who Was Afraid of the Dark'.
For our topic, Home Sweet Home, the children really
enjoyed working with Year 1 last week to prepare and
present bananas, using their cutting skills and practising
food hygiene.
We hope that you all have a lovely half term and look
forward to seeing you all again in November.

Rose Class
Mrs Dunton and Mrs Cruse
In Year 3 we have been busy finding out about
earthquakes in our English lessons. So far we have
discovered how they are created and how special
scientists called Seismologists measure them.
In science we have learnt a lot about rocks, soils, and
fossils. At the end of the topic we created our own
fossils using salt dough.
In RE we have been learning about the celebration of
Divali and how important lights are in the festival. To
reflect this, we have made our own Diva Lamps using
clay and then decorated them with bright colours.
In music we have been using instruments to find the
beat and accompany the song we have been learning
this term ‘Let Your Spirit Fly’ by Joanna Mangona.

Maple Class
Miss Daley, Mrs Flynn and Mrs Roberts
We have been busy learning all about balanced arguments in
our English writing lessons. We have learned all about the
animals in National Parks and whether people should be
allowed to hand feed the animals. During one experience day
we had to use the laptops to research animals and present a
PowerPoint on the animal, its habitat and its diet. We had a
few difficulties to start with, but we are proud of our final
presentations. On another experience day, we had to pretend
to be zoo workers and give expert talks about animals to our
class. We had a choice of these animals: bold eagle, green
frog, chipmunk or a grizzly bear. It was a little nerve-wracking
giving our speeches in front of our whole class, but we also
enjoyed it.
We have finished our class reader, ‘The Boy In The Dress’ by
David Walliams and we are now reading, ‘The World’s Worst
Children 2.’ The book is very funny and we love reading it at
the end of each day.
Last Friday we took part in the Be Internet Legends live
assembly. It was really fun to be involved with and we liked the
quizzes and the challenges. We made posters to take home to
share with our parents and carers so we can all stay safe
when online.

Cherry Class
Miss Ring and Miss Ahktar
In Year 5, we have continued learning about Crime
and Punishment through history. This week we
learnt about the Victorian era and how crimes were
punished by ‘The Crank’ and ‘Pulling the Rope.’
In science, we have continued learning about forces.
This week we investigated water resistance and
conducted an experiment to explore the effect of
water resistance on streamline shapes.
We had quite an exciting breaktime on World Poetry
Day when we discovered a deer on the school
grounds!

Oak Class
Miss Batten and Mrs Parry
In our English (The Write Stuff) writing, Year 6 have been
excited to read and write sections of a spooky horror story
– 'Thornhill', just right for Halloween!
In maths, we have been working on long division. We found
it tricky but got there in the end!
In science, we have continued to follow our light-themed
series of lessons. We have investigated which materials
allow the most light through them and which are the most
reflective. This week, we have used prisms to split white
light into the seven colours of the spectrum, learning the
new vocabulary 'refraction' and 'dispersion'.
We are continuing to study Crime and Punishment. We
have looked at the way criminal activity has been punished
at different points in history and have found out that there
have been some pretty gruesome punishments over the
years!
We are swimming every week at Chesham Leisure Centre
and are enjoying pushing ourselves to reach the next
challenge that the instructors are setting us!

Other News
Year 3 and 4 Trip to Captain's
Wood
On Wednesday afternoon, Year 3 and 4 excitedly set off up to our local woods to collect
items for their Land Art. The children were very well behaved and showed our local
residents what Ivingswood wonderful walking looks like. We had a fantastic time selecting
perfect stones, twigs and leaves. Our carrier bags were full to bursting with all the items
we collected. Unfortunately, the weather wasn’t kind to us, and the heavy rain came down
on us when we were on our way back to school. We got drenched! When we returned to
the classroom, we had some biscuits and playtime to take our minds off our soggy clothes.
A big thank you to our parent helpers who came to support us. We are looking forward to
creating our Land Art after half-term.

Be Legends Assembly

On Friday 15th October, we were lucky enough to take part in a LIVE assembly from 'The Internet
Legends'. This was a fantastic experience for children in Years 3, 4, 5 and 6. 'The Internet Legends'
talked to the children about online safety and introduced the 5 key rules to keep safe online.
These were:
1) Sharp - in the Mindful Mountain you must stay sharp to stay safe.
2) Alert - in the Reality River you must stay alert and think carefully about what you share online.
Always think, would you be happy to share that about yourself?
3) Secure - in the Tower of Treasure you must keep your personal information safe and always use
a strong password.
4) Kind - in the kind kingdom you must always respect each other and be kind.
5) Brave - wherever you are online, always be brave. Brave enough to ask for help or tell someone
if you are not sure about something

Information Board
Upcoming Events

Friday 22nd October: End of first half term
23rd - 31st October: Half term holiday
Monday 1st November: INSET DAY School closed to pupils.
Tuesday 2nd November: Children return to school
9th and 10th November: Parent-Teacher meetings. More information will follow after
half term.
Friday 19th November: Children in Need. Further information on our fundraising events
to follow after half-term. (Please note the change of date.)
Friday 10th December: Christmas Jumper Day. Wear a Christmassy jumper to support
Save the Children.
Thursday 16th December: Snow White at the Elgiva. Children from Reception to Year 6
will enjoy an afternoon of fun at the the Elgiva. Please make your payments through
ParentPay by December 9th.

School Lunches

A reminder: It is important that meals are pre-booked one week in advance using
ParentPay. Meals must be booked by Thursday for the following week. This means
meals for the week immediatley after half term need to be booked by Thursday 28th
October. We are unable to provide a hot lunch for any child who has not ordered as
additional meals are not delivered.
If you have problems using ParentPay, please speak to Mrs Seal or Miss Smith in the school
Office.

Clubs

Clubs will continue after half term and
run until Friday 10th December. There
will be no clubs in the last week of term.
Please note that after half term,
children will not be allowed to
travel home alone after a club.
They must be collected by an
adult.
This is because of the darker evenings
making it less safe for children to be
out alone.

