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IVINGSWOOD
NEWS
A round-up of recent events at Ivingswood Academy

Find out what each
class has been
learning this month
and keep up to date on
school news.

December
News
I hope that all our families enjoyed a healthy Christmas and New
Year. Before we get too far into Spring term, I would like to take
the opportunity to celebrate everything that happened at the
end of last term.
There may only have been 2 and a half weeks of school in
December but, as you'll see inside, the staff and pupils packed
lots in to this short time: magistrates court, nativity, volcanic
explosions and plastic making are just a few of the exciting
things that children experienced.
Our netball team were astounding, coming third in the league
and holding the top two teams to low scores. Sadly, they were
unable to complete in the tournament where I am sure they
would have been contenders for the title. Due to the current
high transmission rates for COVID, the girl's football league has
been delayed until after half term.
We have had a great start to the Spring term and I look forward
to sharing some of the super learning in January's newsletter.
Don't forget you can like our Facebook page to keep up with
events in school. Just search for @ivingswood on Facebook.
Julie-Ann Swaysland
Headteacher

Catkin Class
Miss Rose, Mrs Beaulah, Mrs Woolnough
and Mrs Zain

Our children in Nursery enjoyed lots of Christmas activities
during December.
They made snow and Christmas decorations and cards.
We had great fun decorating the tree and all the children
loved having their parents in for the annual Christmas
come and play session.
We have learnt about the story of Christmas and watched
some lovely Nativity stories online.
We also thought about what a big job Santa has every year.

Snowdrop, Bluebell and Lavender
Classes
Mrs Allen, Mrs Beaulah and Mrs Richardson
Miss Brookes and Mrs Sands
Mrs Boyle and Mrs Gomm

Over the last few weeks of term, Reception, Year 1 and Year 2
were working extremely hard on practising for their Nativity
play, ‘The Inn-spectors'. They devoted much of their time to
practising eleven different Christmas songs which you
probably heard them singing at home as well. We are all so
proud of the children’s bravery and dedication to something
that was new and unfamiliar for them. We would like to give a
huge thanks to all of the adults at home who have helped with
costumes, learning lines and coming to the play on both
mornings to show their support.
After their performances, the children enjoyed sitting back,
relaxing and enjoying other actors perform for them at the
pantomime!

Rose Class
Mrs Dunton and Mrs Cruse
What a very busy Autumn Term we have had! Since September we
have covered many different areas of maths, recapping Year 2
learning as well as lots of new Year 3 learning. We have read
fictional books, non-fiction books and have finished with poetry in
English. In PE we have all learnt new skills in football and basketball
and in music we have learnt about jazz music, listened to and sung
‘When the saints go marching in’ and ‘My Bonnie lies over the ocean’
as well as learning two Christmas songs.
We have been finding out about forces and magnets in our science
this term. We finished the learning with creating a magnetic game
and sharing our ideas with our peers. After we finished making
them, we then tested each other's out and gave some feedback.
In our topic Adventurers and Explorers, we have been working
collaboratively to design, build and paint papier-mache volcanoes. It
finalises our incredible learning on earthquakes, floods and other
natural disasters.

Maple Class
Miss Daley, Mrs Flynn and Mrs Roberts
In our English lessons recently, we have been learning all about
playscripts. Together we have written a play about life in England in
1665 when the plague was around. There are many similarities
between the plague and Covid-19. We had to learn all about the
symptoms and ‘cures’ of the plague. Did you know that people were
recommended to bathe in urine to help with the rash?
We have really enjoyed writing and acting out our plays.
As our Topic Adventurers and Explorers came to an end, we had a
very exciting final lesson. Over the last term we have learned about
tectonic plates, earthquakes, land art, flooding and how volcanoes
are formed. In groups we made our own volcanoes and then we
invited our parents to watch the eruptions. We had a lot of fun
making them and it was a great way to end the topic.
Friday 13th December was Christmas Jumper Day and Mrs
Swaysland organized for us to join in an exercise class with Mr
Motivator entitled, ‘Sweat in your Sweater.’ It was great fun to join in
and we did get hot and sweaty!!

Miss Ring and Miss Ahktar

Cherry Class
Miss Ring and Miss Akhtar
In Year 5, we finished our science topic of properties of
materials and changes of state by learning about irreversible
changes.
Using hot milk and vinegar, we made a plastic known as casein
which was used from the 1900s to 1945. When we added the
vinegar to the hot milk, small, white chunks become visible in
the mixture and made the casein molecules unfold, curdling the
milk.
We then decorated and coloured the curds with food dye and
glitter before putting it into a star mould.
It was a great way to learn about
chemical reactions and irreversible
changes but it did not smell very nice at all!

Oak Class
Miss Batten and Mrs Parry
Year 6 were lucky enough to be visited by two magistrates last
week, as part of our Crime and Punishment topic. During the
session, the children learnt about the roles of key people in court,
how a trial would be conducted and took part in a mock trial. We
were able to discuss what sentence should be given to our
‘criminal’, once he had been found guilty of robbery - very exciting!
Our artwork linked to the topic has focused on whether graffiti is
art or vandalism, or both. The children really enjoyed creating their
own graffiti “tags”.
In maths, we are finishing our work on fractions and are part-way
through writing a balanced argument about the effects on screen
time on young people.

Other News
Christmas at Ivingswood
December saw lots of Christmas activities at Ivingswood.
We had our very own breakfast club elf that kept appearing in the
strangest of places!
On Thursday 16th December all classes, apart from Nursery,
walked down to the Elgiva to enjoy an afternoon at the pantomime.
Friday 17th December was our Christmas lunch - the food was
delicious and a great way to end the term.

Information Board
Upcoming Events

Tuesday 4th January: INSET DAY
Wednesday 5th January: First Day of Spring Term
Week Beginning 7th February: Keeping Safe week
Monday 21st - Friday 25th February: Half term

Clubs
After school clubs will begin from
Monday 17th January. Sign up forms
have been sent out by email. If your
child wishes to attend a club, please
complete the online form by Thursday
13th January.
You will receive a text to let you know if
your child has a place in their choices.

School Uniform

School Lunches
We have had a number of children who
have not had a lunch ordered for them
this term.
Please make sure you order your child's
lunches by Thursday for the following
week. We are unable to provide a lunch
for children who have not pre-ordered.
Any problems, please see Mrs Seal or
Miss Smith in the school office.

A polite reminder that children are expected to come to school in their school uniform
every day. PE kit should be worn on PE days but must be an Ivingswood PE kit football shirts should not be worn. Our uniform at Ivingswood Academy is as follows:
Purple school jumper or cardigan.
White polo shirt.
Black or dark grey cotton trousers/shorts/skirt. No leggings or jeans.
Purple and white check summer dress.
White, black or grey socks or tights. No coloured socks/tights.
Black, smart school shoes
For PE, children must wear:
Purple t-shirt.
Black shorts.
White soled trainers/plimsolls.
All of our uniform, as well as PE and book bag, are available to purchase at KL
Schoolwear -https://klschoolwear.co.uk/schools/ivingswood-academy

