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IVINGSWOOD
NEWS
A round-up of recent events at Ivingswood Academy

Find out what each
class has been
learning this month
and keep up to date on
school news.

February
News

Welcome to our first newsletter of 2022. It has been a
difficult start to the year for many of us, with covid affecting
many of our staff and pupils in January. I hope that those
families who were affected are now fully recovered. I
would like to thank you for regularly testing your children.
This certainly helped us to contain the spread of infection
somewhat.
Despite the interruptions from covid, it has been an
incredibly busy half term as you will see from the contents
of the newsletter. The children's learning has continued to
flourish this term through a range of activities. From a
visiting planetarium to a taste of the Middle East, there has
been lots of exciting learning opportunities for children.
Next half term sees the start of the girl's football
competition as the Chiltern's League resumes. Good luck
to our team!
I hope that you and your family have a restful and
enjoyable half term and I look forward to seeing you all on
28th February for what I am certain will be another half
term of fantastic things at Ivingswood.
Julie-Ann Swaysland
Headteacher

Catkin Class
Miss Rose, Mrs Beaulah, Mrs Woolnough
and Mrs Zain
This term, Nursery have been learning all about people who help us. Children have loved playing with the
medical role play, and we've had some very 'serious' pretend injuries! We have found out about the
emergency services and what they do to keep us safe. Some of us are learning our addresses and how to
call for help. We have also been learning all about how to keep our teeth strong and healthy and what
happens on a trip to the dentist.
Children have been exploring the changes the weather brings, enjoying finding frozen water and
investigating what makes it melt and disappear. We also had a great time celebrating Chinese New Year
with dragon dances, prawn crackers and tigers!
We have welcomed 4 new nursery pupils this term and all the older children have shown great kindness,
looking after them and showing them the ropes to help them settle in.

Snowdrop,
Mrs Allen, Mrs Beaulah and Mrs Richardson
In Reception we have also been learning about people who help us and how we can ask for help if we
need to. We have enjoyed finding out more about these important occupations and also pretending to
be them in our role-play area. We are looking forward to welcoming some visitors next half term.
We have been retelling traditional tales such as The Three Little Pigs by dressing up and acting out the
story - we had some very scary wolves roaming around the classroom.
In maths we have been thinking about repeating shape patterns and positional language.
We have, unfortunately, got quite muddy and wet observing the changing seasons in our outside area
but this has led to us having a better understanding of our crazy weather system, especially when we
had snow, rain and sunshine all in one day!
As always, the children have been working very hard on learning to identify their letter sounds so that
they can develop their reading skills. We have been very impressed by how much reading is happening
at home so thank you to all our parents and carers for all your hard work!

Bluebell Class
Miss Brookes and Mrs Ahktar
This term we have enjoyed our Paws, Claws and Whiskers topic and science work. We have been
fascinated by our learning about animals, the Victorians and in particular the life of zoologist Walter
Rothschild. We can’t wait until after half term when we will see his collections of animal specimens at
the Natural History Museum in Tring. If any parents still wish to volunteer and join us on this trip,
please email or speak to the office.
In English we have enjoyed writing our first non-fiction text, 'Toys In the Past'. This meant that we had
lots of fun experience days, including a teddy bears’ picnic! We also enjoyed the day where we got to
bring in our favourite toy to share with the class and write about. We are now looking at the traditional
tale ‘Little Red Riding Hood’ and producing some super sentences to retell the story. I wonder if the
children could read another traditional tale over half term and retell it in their own words after half
term?
Our maths focus has been on addition and subtraction and learning new methods and strategies to
work with numbers to 20. We are doing well so far but practising number bonds to 10 at home will
make this work much easier as well as help us when after half term we are working with numbers to
50. Our maths has also been hugely helped by the number of children who are practising on Numbots
during soft start each morning – this is a rota system so please ensure your child is on time so they
don’t miss their turn! Some children have been keeping up the practice at home too which is fantastic
to see. We are competing to see who can earn the most points and those who have worked at home
too are controlling the leaderboard. Congratulations so Safa, Grayson and Bella who are our current
leaders although this could all change – there are children hot on their heels! If you have lost your
child’s Numbots login, please let me know and I can give it to you at drop off time.
https://play.numbots.com/#/account/school-login/77841

Lavender Class
Mrs Boyle and Mrs Gomm
This half term, the children in Year 2 have been very busy learning about multiplication in maths. They
have been working hard to apply this learning by using arrays and equal groups with counters, cubes
and through pictorial representations in their books.
We have now finished our book, ‘The Crow’s Tale’ by Naomi Howarth and the children have been using
their knowledge gained from their sentence stacking lessons to retell the story independently this week.
For Science, we have been learning about animals including humans. Last week, we looked at different
animals. Then we discussed and wrote about the things that they would need to survive. We look
forward to continuing this Science topic after half term. I hope that you all have a lovely and restful half
term and I look forward to seeing you all after the break!

RoseWeClass
have been investigating the human body in Science and looking at how the skeleton and musc

work together to allow us to be able to move and do all the amazing things that the human body do

Mr Hill We have just completed our investigation into whether having longer legs allows you to run faster a

we will be analysing the data that we gathered.
We also had a visitor to class from Oxford Science who talked about the adaptations that animals h
and we were able to create our own animals and describe their adaptations.
In computing we have been working on desktop publishing and looking at how the software can he
us create a template and then adapt it to suit what we need to show our audience.
Our topic has focused on the Golden Age of Islam and we have looked at the many advances that w
made in this period of history including the development of medicine, the understanding of the hum
body and development of the numbering system that we still use today! We started off our topic with
experience day where we got to try some delicious food and to listen to music from another cultur
Our maths has worked through multiplication and division with the opportunity to try out some
different strategies to help us solve our problems, money and statistics. We are going to dive into
length and perimeter when we return from our well-earned half term break and test our measuring
addition skills in this unit.

Maple Class
Miss Daley, Mrs Flynn and Mrs Roberts

This term started with our experience afternoon where we learnt our new topic is The Golden
Age of Islam. We had a fantastic afternoon of listening to music, chilling out in indoor tents,
making dens and sampling some traditional foods. Thank you to our fabulous parents who
provided the food for us. Everyone thoroughly enjoyed their time, and it was a great start to the
term! Since then, we have learned about why this period of history is important and each week
we put our detective skills to good use to find out more.
Since January, every child in Year 4 has had the chance to have time on the school laptops to
work on their reading (using Bug Club) or maths (using MyMaths or Times-Table Rockstars).
There is a rota for each day and Jack and Jessica run the sessions by preparing the laptops and
assisting with logging in. Thank you both for your help. Your child will have the chance to use the
laptops every week. Please help them to be at school on time every day, so they do not miss
their turn.
In our English lessons we have read ‘Aladdin’ by Philp Pullman. When we were in Year 3, we read
‘I Was a Rat’ and ‘The Firework Maker’s Daughter’ so it was interesting to read another story from
a familiar author. We have just finished writing our own stories based on the original and we are
very proud of them.
Our new English unit is based on a poem called ‘The River’ by Valerie Bloom. Already we have
learned about how rivers are formed, how they start at the source and are small and how they
grow as they travel all the way to the mouth of the river. Valerie Bloom uses a fine range of
language choices and metaphors, and we are excited to try and copy her style.
Our maths lessons have included work on multiplication and division this month. Remember to
practise your times –tables using your login for TimesTable Rockstars.
In a few months, Year 4 will take part in the Multiplication Tables check. Here is the parents’
guide to help explain what is involved: Information for parents: 2022 multiplication tables check
(publishing.service.gov.uk). This will also be emailed home to Year 4 parents.

Miss Ring and Miss Ahktar

Cherry Class
Miss Ring and Miss Akhtar
In Year 5, we have been writing effective sentences for an adventure story based on the book, ‘The
Explorer’ by Katherine Rundell. The book sees the characters surviving a plane crash in the Amazon
and having to find a way to get to the safety of Manaus. We are thoroughly enjoying the story and for
one of our experience days, we learnt to build a raft!
In Science, we are continuing to learn about Earth and Space. Earlier this month, we worked
collaboratively to create a scaled model of our solar system. We now understand why the last four
planets in our solar system are called The Ice Giants as they are really far away from the sun!

Oak Class
Miss Batten and Mrs Parry
Year 6 have been continuing to work on our science topic, Evolution and Inheritance. We have been looking
at Charles Darwin’s work in the Galapagos Islands and how he discovered that finches had evolved so that
their beaks were adapted according to their habitat and the food available. We used household objects to
represent different shaped beaks to investigate which beak shapes were the best at accessing the types of
food the finches might eat.
The work on adaptations has been extended to our English lessons, where we have been studying 'Moth, An
Evolution Story' by Isabel Thomas and Daniel Egneus. The children then replicated the poetic format in the
book in their independent writing about Darwin’s finches.
Year 6's topic this term is From Bean to Bar and we are finding out about the history of chocolate and its
inventors, the Maya. We enjoyed making colourful ceremonial Mayan masks!
In maths, we have now finished our work on fractions, decimals and percentages, and are beginning our
study unit on algebra. We have also enjoyed our PE sessions this term, focusing on gymnastics. Last week’s
box-vaulting session was great fun!
Last week, the children attended a performance of 'High School Musical' at the Elgiva Theatre, performed by
the students from Chesham Grammar School. The children loved it and represented our own school
extremely well.
This week, its SATs practice week for Year 6. We hope that all our hard work in lessons is beginning to pay off!

Other News

Zones of Regulation
You may have heard your child talking about which zone they are in. This is because we have
introduced the Zones of Regulation in school to give our children an extra tool in enabling
them to self-regulate their emotions.
Children are aware that the green zone is the target zone and that there is no ‘bad zone’ to
be in and that we can be in different zones throughout the day.
The Green Zone is the zone that enables optimal learning to take place. It is a calm state of
alertness where you are happy, focused and content.
The Blue Zone is a low state of alertness and feeling ‘down’, sad, tired, sick, or bored. This
zone does not enable a child to learn effectively. Taking an active movement break can raise
energy levels and enable a child to move towards the Green Zone and be able to learn
effectively.
The Yellow Zone is a zone that is a zone of heightened awareness and elevated emotions.
The child is still in control and able to self-regulate in this zone. The child in this zone could be
feeling stressed, anxious, excited, giddy, or nervous.
The Red Zone is a state of heightened alertness and intense emotions. A child in this zone
might be experiencing extreme happiness or anger, rage, or terror. This state of heightened
alertness means that a child may not be able to self-regulate and will need support from an
adult to be able to understand their feelings and identify how they can regulate their feelings.

Red Earth Theatre
On 28th January, Key Stage Two classes watched a live theatre performance
called 'The Red Tree'. Although we watched on our whiteboard screen, the actors
were performing live, they sometimes used puppets and they had actors with
various disabilities including dwarfism and deafness. The performance was
superb, and we all enjoyed ourselves.

Other News

1-minute Maths App

White Rose Maths is a scheme of work that we follow at Ivingswood Academy to ensure that
our pupils are provided with high quality teaching and learning within the Maths curriculum.
Recently, White Rose Maths has produced a new app called ‘1-Minute Maths’ to help children
build greater number confidence and fluency. It targets mental arithmetic practice in
engaging and interactive ways, on the topics of substituting, addition and subtraction.
If your child has access to a phone or tablet at home, it is recommended that this app is
downloaded and is available for them to use.
This app is completely free and can be accessed on both Google play and the Apple store.
Mrs C Flynn Maths Coordinator

Oxford Science Visit
On Friday 7th January, a large inflatable dome appeared in the hall. We had lots of great
guesses as to what it might be, including a swimming pool, but no-one guessed that it was a
planetarium. Year 5 and 6 were able to go inside and learn about the solar system.
In the afternoon, Year 3 and 4 each had a session with the scientist to learn all about how
animals are adapted to their habitat, linking to their learning in science this term. They then
created their own animal.

Platinum Jubilee Tree

As part of the Queen's jubilee celebrations, we have been
gifted a cherry tree, which Mr Newns has planted in the
courtyard. At the moment, it just looks like a twig but we
are looking forward to watching it grow into a beautiful
tree over the next few years.

Information Board
Upcoming Events

Monday 21st - Friday 25th February: Half term
Monday 28th February: All children return to school.
Monday 28th February - Friday 4th March: Book Week including World
Book Day on March 3rd.
Friday 15th March: Comic Relief. More information to follow.
W.b. Monday 21st March: Parent - teacher consultations. More information
will follow after half term.
Friday 8th April: End of term. Early finish - 1.15pm - 1.30pm.

Early Years' Welcome Wednesday
On the first Wednesday of each month starting on 2nd March 2022 we will be
running Welcome Wednesdays for parents and carers with children in Nursery
and Reception.
These sessions will be an opportunity for parents and carers to visit the setting
from 8.50-10am for the opportunity to meet with other parents and carers, have
a tea or coffee and then spend time in the Nursery and Reception classes playing
alongside your children and seeing how they learn in school first-hand.

School Uniform

A polite reminder that children are expected to come to school in
their school uniform every day. PE kit should be worn on PE days but
must be an Ivingswood PE kit - football shirts should not be worn.
Our uniform at Ivingswood Academy is as follows:
Purple school jumper or cardigan.
White polo shirt.
Black or dark grey cotton trousers/shorts/skirt. No leggings or
jeans.
Purple and white check summer dress.
White, black or grey socks or tights. No coloured socks/tights.
Black, smart school shoes
For PE, children must wear:
Purple t-shirt.
Black shorts.
White soled trainers/plimsolls.
All of our uniform, as well as PE and book bag, are available to
purchase at KL Schoolwear https://klschoolwear.co.uk/schools/ivingswood-academy

School
Lunches
Please make sure you order
your child's lunches by
Thursday for the following
week. We are unable to
provide a lunch for children
who have not pre-ordered.
Any problems, please see Mrs
Seal or Miss Smith in the
school office.

