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IVINGSWOOD
NEWS
A round-up of recent events at Ivingswood Academy

Find out what each
class has been
learning this month
and keep up to date on
school news.

May
News

May seems like it flew past in a flash this year! Both Year 2 and
Year 6 completed their SATS and all children approached the
tests with a positive attitude trying their best. Well done to all the
children - we are very proud of you regardless of the outcomes.
This half term saw our Ivingswood team competing in a rounders
tournament on Thursday 26th May. Our team played superbly,
winning their first 2 matches and going on to play in the final.
They narrowly lost to Waterside in the final game but were a
credit to our school in how they played as well as their attitude
during all the games. Thank you once again to Mrs Beaulah, Mrs
Christie and Mr Reed for their coaching over the half term. The
final tournament is cricket and we look forward to seeing how
the team progresses across the half term.
In addition to all the usual great learning that happens in school,
we celebrated the Queen's historic Platinum Jubilee during the
last week of half-term. You can read all about each class'
learning in this extended edition. Thank you to all parents and
families who joined us for the picnic - it was lovely to have visitors
back in school after so long.
Julie-Ann Swaysland
Headteacher

Catkin Class
Miss Rose, Mrs Beaulah, Miss Hayes Mrs
Woolnough and Mrs Zain
This half term Nursery have been busy learning all about minibeasts - did you know a worm breathes
through its skin? Or that spiders have 8 eyes? We have made pipe cleaner spiders, salt dough bugs,
butterflies and paper plate ladybirds. We have searched for bugs in our garden, and any we have found
have been checked into our bug hotel. The Hedgehogs have begun phonics and are enjoying learning
sounds and writing letters. They have also been learning to listen very carefully to identify different sounds
found in nature and the environment. Children have been learning about patterns, discovering they are
everywhere: on our clothes, in the classroom, on our toys and in our block play.

Snowdrop
Mrs Allen, Mrs Beaulah, Mrs Christie and Mrs Richardson
Our topic for the last half-term has been minibeasts and we have enjoyed spending time spotting and
identifying minibeasts that live in our school environment.
This month we have also been learning about the festival of Eid al-Fitr. We listened carefully to the plans
our friends had made to celebrate this festival and made cards to wish them ‘Eid Mubarak’. We used lots
of glitter and sparkles!
We also finished our Quentin Blake style illustrations of his ‘Mrs Armitage’ this month. We first drew the
outline in pencil and then when we were happy with our illustrations we then went over in pen and then
finally painted the illustration. They took a great deal of hard work and concentration but the end results
were amazing!

Bluebell Class
Miss Brookes and Mrs Ahktar
Although it has been a short half term, Year 1 have been very busy. We have had lots of new learning in
maths: fractions (halves and quarters) and multiplication and division (by grouping and sharing), which
has given us lots of opportunity to practise our counting in 2s, 5s and 10s. In English we have been
rewriting the story ‘The Way Back Home’ by Oliver Jeffers and have produced independent writing to be
proud of. There have been lots of creative ideas and chances for the children to show off what they
already know about space, and mechanics – who would’ve thought that you could fix an alien
spaceship with jelly?
Since we are heading towards the summer months, we have revisited our plants and seasons learning
from the autumn term. We have loved seeing all the different changes throughout spring, including in
our own classroom where we have started growing sunflowers. We will be planting these after half
term and can’t wait to see how tall they get.

Lavender Class
Mrs Shakespeare and Mrs Gomm
For our experience day in English, we created a sensory tray of positive smells and we collected words to
describe the smells. We had lots of fun smelling the caramel sauce, lemons, cocoa powder, oranges and
strawberries. Some of the children came up with great positive smell noun phrases, e.g. The red pen
smelled like sweet strawberries.
In Lavender Class we carried out an experiment in science to find out which material was best for the
bottom of children’s shoes.We tested a variety of materials, plastic, fabric, paper and sandpaper using a
force meter. We pulled a shoe along using the force meter and recorded the measurements in our
books. We found out that the sandpaper had the best grip.

Rose Class
Mr Hill

This term in Year 3, we have been exploring the functions of plants in science and we have created our
own artificial plant, using a straw and tissue, to show how a plant draws water up through its roots, up
through the stem and out through the leaves. I know that some of Rose class have taken some of the
spare straws home to share their learning with their families.

We have completed our work on fractions and have moved on to time in maths. We are enjoying
working out times on the 24-hour clock as well as the duration of events using our knowledge of time.
In English, we have completed our writing based on 'The Incredible Book Eating Boy' by Oliver Jeffers,
where we had lots of fun writing our own nonsense poems and stacking some amazing sentences
through the unit which lead to some super independent writing. We are now working hard on a diary
entry based around a trip to the gladiator games in Rome and we have been challenging ourselves to
‘deepen the moment’ with amazing descriptions of what we can see and hear at the games.
In our topic, we are continuing our learning about the Romans and have been investigating what made
them such a successful civilisation for so long.
In PE we finished our time playing rugby and have moved on to playing hockey where we have practiced
our shooting and passing skills and have even been able to have a match to show off our skills.

Maple Class
Miss Daley, Mrs Flynn and Mrs Murison

We have had another busy half term in Year 4. In our English lessons we have enjoyed writing a
story based on ‘Bike Boy’ by Jane Considine. We had lots of fun thinking of new words to use like
‘circle-spinner, mum-cleaner, God worshipper and food-maker.’ We are very proud of our final
writing pieces. In our reading lessons, we are enjoying reading ‘Butterfly Lion’ together and we
will be continuing this after the half term.
Our class reader is ‘Worlds Worst Pets’ by David Walliams and we had to wait a while for it to be
delivered as Mrs Flynn had to pre-order the copy! It was worth the wait as we are very much
enjoying reading all about the naughty pets of the world.
Last week, we took part in a Guinness World Record attempt with Times Table Rockstars and it
was successful. Well done to Year 4 for helping by chanting our times-tables whilst dancing a
very fast ‘Cha, cha, cha!’

Cherry Class
Miss Ring and Miss Akhtar
This term in Year 5 we have been looking at living things and their habitats in our science unit. We have
learnt about the parts of a flower and their purpose; how plants reproduce; and are learning about the life
cycles of mammals, amphibians, insects and birds. Did you know it takes almost two years for a baby
elephant to be born?
In our The Write Stuff English unit, we have been learning about Scott of Antarctica and how he led an
expedition to the South Pole in 1911. Using his diary entries as inspiration to write our own, we can’t wait to
start our independent writing!
In our history topic unit, we are learning all about World War 2. In the past few weeks, we have learnt about
appeasement, the Treaty of Versailles, The Blitz and why some children were evacuated from cities along
with the experiences they had (both positive and negative). Last week, we learnt all about the Dunkirk Spirit
and how over 700 little boats saved and rescued over 300,00 soldiers. It showed us all the power of working
together and resilience!

Miss Ring and Miss Ahktar

Oak Class
Miss Batten and Ms Sample
Since Easter, we have been looking at how we can categorise living things using observable features. We
have looked at leaves and creatures in the school environment and were lucky enough to spot a red kite, a
muntjac deer and a woodpecker!
In English, we have read 'Kensuke’s Kingdom' by Michael Morpurgo and used the story to write our own
sections. We have also begun our history topic on World War 2, looking at the reasons behind the war,
evacuation and the heroic Operation Dynamo to save the troops at Dunkirk.
Of course, this half term has mostly been about SATs for us! Well done everyone, for your effort and sensible
approach to these important exams!

Other News

Platinum Jubilee Celebrations
During the last week of half term, we celebrated the Queen's Platinum Jubilee by learning
about events in a decade of her reign. Each class learnt about a different decade and in our
celebration assembly, the children shared their learning.
Nursery celebrated the Jubilee by making flags and hats. We looked at photos of the Royal
family and children were very interested in who was "next" in line for the throne, and next
after them, and so on! We watched ‘Jubilee the Movie’, where a burst of wind at Buckingham
Palace carries the Queen’s hat away. We iced biscuits in red, white and blue: the icing turned
our tongues blue! We had a lovely snack party with Reception and danced to some music.
Nursery then had a picnic in the sunshine in our garden and we loved having all our families
come and join us, including Cherry's very new baby sister. All the children had a special stamp
made to commemorate the Jubilee.

In Reception, we celebrated the Queen’s Jubilee by making bunting and crowns ready for
our Jubilee party which we held with our Nursery Class.
We learnt about the decade 2010-2020 and all the exciting events that took place during
this period. We created a board to display all our facts and included a photo of every
child who currently attends Ivingswood Academy as they were all born within this decade!
We had so much fun learning about the Queen and planning a party to celebrate her
seventy years on the throne.

Other News

Platinum Jubilee Celebrations
During the last week of the half term, Year 1 have enjoyed learning about the Queen’s
platinum jubilee and the 2000s. We are big fans of the music of the decade; our favourite
song that we heard was Sk8er Boi by Avril Lavigne. In PE, we learnt how to do the cha-cha
slide, which was loads of fun. The fashion of the 2000s was really, really strange. We decided
that we wouldn’t choose to wear most of it in the present day but lots of the class couldn’t
understand why butterfly clips fell out of fashion – they were just so cool! The funniest part of
the week was seeing some photos of Miss Brookes as a child in the 2000s and how funny she
dressed when she was our age.

In Lavender Class (Year 2) we were finding out about interesting things that happened in
the 1990s. Did you know...?
Sir Tim Berners-Lee invented the World Wide Web, and he launched the first ever website
in 1991. We have been busy painting pictures of Sir Tim Berners-Lee.
We also found out about music in the 1990s. We listened to music that was popular in
that decade: S Club 7, West Life, Take That, The Spice Girls, Boyzone, The Backstreet Boys
and Whitney Houston. We had so much fun.

Other News

Platinum Jubilee Celebrations
Year 3 enjoyed listening to a variety of different music from the 80s each morning . We looked
at some of the technological advances during the 80s, from the introduction of the first
mobile phone to the first artificial heart. We made some art in tribute to Andy Warhol, who
died in 1987, based in his iconic soup can paintings which we enjoyed showing off as part of
our assembly at the end of the week.

Year 4 learned all about the 70s. We had a lot of fun dancing to music and preparing our
moves for a disco! Mrs Flynn challenged us to make a poster all about the different toys,
music, household appliances and fashion throughout the decade. For our art session, we
made some collages using either the Queen’s head or the Union Jack flag and some red,
white and blue pictures. They turned about brilliantly and we enjoyed showing them off to
the whole school during assembly.
Our final task of the week was a writing task entitled, ‘If I were king or queen for the day, I
would….’ We had complete freedom to write whatever we would do for that day. It was a
lot of fun to do and to listen to our ideas.

Other News

Platinum Jubilee Celebrations
In Year 5, we celebrated the Jubilee week learning about the Swinging Sixties and all the
amazing things that happened in that decade, such as England winning the World Cup and
man landing on the moon.
In homage to the Queen, we made a royal stamp and printed our images onto material which
we embossed with gold paint. First, we created our crown drawing. Then reproduced the
drawing on our polystyrene tile before printing and embellishing our printed design.
We also learnt the Queen doesn’t have an official surname! EIIR stands for Elizabeth Regina
the second, and Regina is Latin for Queen.

During our week of Jubilee celebrations, Year 6 focused on the 1950s. We watched the
footage of the Coronation from 1953 and wrote newspaper reports based on the event.
We also found out that the first men to reach the summit of Everest, Edmund Hillary and
Tensing Norgay, did so in 1953 – and we found out about their important expedition.
We created our own crown-themed printing blocks using polystyrene tiles and printed our
designs before embellishing them with gold paint – they look really effective!

Other News

Platinum Jubilee Celebrations
The finale to our Jubilee week was our family picnic which was held on Friday afternoon. The
sun shone and the children enjoyed an afternoon of games and play on the field. It was
fantastic to be able to welcome parents, grandparents, aunties and uncles to join us. Thank
you to the PTA for their superb snack stall and also to everyone who joined us to make this a
special celebration.

Information Board
Upcoming Events

Monday 6th June: INSET DAY - no school for pupils.
Tuesday 7th June: Start of Summer term 2
Monday 4th July: Ricky Dance Day - children to wear PE kits to school.
Tuesday 5th July: Year 6 - 7 Transition Day
Wednesday 6th July: Sports Day. All events will be in the morning. Children
will need to wear a t-shirt in their house colour. Parents welcome
Friday 15th July: Transition for Years 1-5.
Wednesday 20th July: End of Term - Early finish for Reception - Year 6
pupils. (Reception 1.15pm; Years 1&2 1.25pm; Years 3&4 1.20pm; Years 5&6
1.30pm.)

Clubs

The last week of clubs will be week beginning Monday 27th June.

School Lunches
Please make sure you order your child's lunches by Thursday for the following week.
We are unable to provide a lunch for children who have not pre-ordered.
Any problems, please see Mrs Seal or Miss Smith in the school office.

School Uniform
Please make sure that
children are wearing the
correct uniform, including
PE kits. A complete list of
uniform is available on our
website.
KL Sportswear will be
holding pop-up events to
purchase uniform during
the Summer holidays.

